CDC Activities, Georgia HCV Elimination
March 2020


Activities and findings:
1. Postponed events
Due to the evolving situation around COVID-19 and the impact on travel, including restrictions, it was agreed to reschedule the Spring Workshop this year (which was planned to be held March 17-18, 2020). The new dates will be decided by the ministry and NCDC and is tentatively scheduled for late July, close to World Hepatitis day. CDC will assist in planning, coordination, preparation and logistics associated with the Workshop.
Also, given the ongoing developments with COVID-19, EASL has postponed the International Liver Congress (ILC 2020) that was scheduled for April 15-19, 2020 in London. The conference has been rescheduled for August 25-28, 2020 in London at the same venue. 
2. Annual report
CDC is finalizing the Annual Report for 2018-2019, updating data through December 2019. The first full draft will be shared with NCDC/MOH for the feedback in early April.
3. Publications
The CDC team is working with local international stakeholders on several publications 

Submitted to Journals:
1. Screening and Linkage to Care among Hepatitis C Virus-Infected Hospitalized Patients in Georgia: Results from a Nationwide Hospital Screening Program - Shaun Shadaker - Submitted
2. High sustained viral response among HCV genotype 3 patients with advanced liver fibrosis – real-world data of HCV elimination program in Georgia – Maia Butsashvili – Submitted 
3. Blood transfusion safety in the country of Georgia: collateral benefit from a national hepatitis C elimination program – Evan Bloch – Submitted
Submitted to CDC clearance
4. The burden and epidemiology of Hepatitis B and hepatitis D in Georgia – Shaun Shadaker/Ana Kasradze
5. Integration of hepatitis C treatment at harm reduction centers in Georgia—Findings from a patient satisfaction survey – Maia Butsashvili
Drafts available 
6. HCV Genotypes – serosurvey based manuscript – Davit Baliashvili
7. Economic Evaluation of the hepatitis C virus screening and treatment program in Georgia – Irina Tskhomelidze/Josephine Walker
8. Barriers of linkage to HCV care among people who inject drugs in Georgia – Maia Butsashvili
9. Real World Laboratory Data on Using HCV Core Antigen Assay as Part of the Georgia National Hepatitis C Elimination Program – NCDC/Tatia Kuchuloria
10. Simplified Diagnostics for Hepatitis C Elimination – Real-world data from the Republic of Georgia - Jan Drobeniuc
11. Blood bank HCV manuscript – Evan Bloch/Muazzam Nasrullah

4. Other activities
Proposal on behalf of the MoLHSA which was submitted to Office of Defense Cooperation (OD), Embassy, in 2018 containing a list of essential equipment to support HCV treatment decentralization.  The Ministry requested computers, cameras, and safes. The ministry confirmed that they are willing to remove cameras and safes. CDC is supporting ongoing negotiation with OD to change the list.
[bookmark: _GoBack]CDC regional team has visited Tbilisi, for preparation of the CDC regional office launch. Katherine Robinson, Director, Global Health Coordination Unit and Melissa Ely-Moore, Senior Advisor Office of Financial Resources (OFR), have visited Georgia Harm reduction network “New vector” site. CDC local team organized and accompanied the visit.

