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February 2020


Activities and findings:
1. March Workshop 
The 7th annual National Hepatitis C Elimination workshop will be held on March 17-18, 2020 in Tbilisi, at the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health. Priority topics will include:
· Lessons learned and gaps identified (with emphasis on all components of strategy);
· Development of the 2021-2025 strategic plan for hepatitis C elimination;
· Inclusion of Hepatitis B;
· Integration into the Universal Health Care Program.
The participants of the workshop will include representatives from the MoLHSA, NCDC, public health specialists, epidemiologists, clinicians, hepatitis C treatment provider centers, local experts from governmental sector, non-governmental organizations, international experts from WHO, US CDC, CDC Georgia country office, EASL-International Liver Foundation (EASL-ILF), and FIND.
EASL-ILF will provide financial support to organize the above-mentioned workshop.  
CDC together with NCDC has worked on the agenda and after Ministry approval, it will be distributed with participants.
3. The website for the Georgia Centre of Excellence
As a part of the EASL – International Liver Foundation Centre of Excellence grant, a website for the Georgia Centre of Excellence in Hepatitis Elimination is under development. The website is close to the final and can be demonstrated at the March workshop.
[bookmark: _Hlk33609025]Here is the link: https://coe.websitestage.co.uk/

4. Scientific committee meeting
The 27th Hepatitis C Elimination Program Scientific Committee Meeting was held on February 26, 2020. (SC coordinator will share detailed minutes from the meeting).
Program updates on different projects were presented including: NCDC/FIND Linkage of anti-HCV positive persons to HCV care and treatment services project; the Philadelphia study tour report presented by Ministry; GHOST and acute hepatitis sentinel surveillance presented by NCDC; and Neolab clinic presented updates on their ongoing projects.
A new proposal was presented by NCDC on Sub-analysis of the 2015 national seroprevalence survey data for Tbilisi population. 
5. Annual report
[bookmark: _GoBack]CDC is finalizing the Annual Report for 2018-2019, updating data through December 2019. Currently, pending hospital monitoring visit data from the Ministry. The first full draft will be shared with NCDC/MOH for the feedback when all the sections will be ready (tentatively next week).
