· As you are aware, health care represents one of the key priorities of the Government of Georgia. A clear example of it is Universal Health care programme which was launched in 2013 in Georgia and ensured Georgian population accessibility to health care services next to the state health targeted programmes. The Ministry of Labour, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia attaches great importance to the realization of the rights of health care services across the region, in this regard Samegrelo Zemo Svaneti region is of high importance according to population density, as well as - it represents the border of occupied territories region of Abkhazia, where Georgian citizens are beneficiaries of health care services. 
· Population of Samegrelo zemo-svaneti equals to 329 700. Among them 42 700 people live in Zugdidi. 

· The main causes of morbidity in Samegrelo region are blood circulation diseases, injuries, poisoning and diseases of digestive tract and genitourinary system (2015). In this regard, Multi-profile University Clinic will support treatment of diseases in place and reduce the outflow of the patients to the medical facilities of different region (during 2015, there were 6576 cases of referring/moving patients  from outpatient facilities to inpatient medical facilities of different regions)
· As for the medical care of the population living in the occupied territory of Abkhazia,  it’s important to mention that the beneficiaries of the Universal Health Care program and State Health so called “Vertical “ Programmes oriented in public health care are also population of Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia who hold ID card of Georgia, neutral ID card, neutral travel document;
· Hereby, under the State Referral Programme is established special commission to discuss individual medical needs of patients including citizens of Georgia living in Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia and non-citizens residing in Georgia despite having the status of Georgian citizen or an official document verifying citizenship of Georgia. Annually, the number of Referral Service Programme beneficiaries in Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia is increasing (in 2013, medical service were provided to 624 patients; in 2014 – 294 patients were funded and in 2015 – 1577). In order to receive medical services, they have to arrive in Tbilisi and Kutaisi, which is quite a heavy burden to their families. Near the border, in village Rukhi, the new Multiprofile University Clinic will significantly improve their access to health care services.
· The cases of emergency medical aid for the population moving from the Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia to Enguri Bridge are also numerous. In 2015, within the state programme, 91 people were transported from Enguri Bridge to the different medical facilities of the country by the disaster team and 27 patients in January-March, 2016. Their transportation/referral to the village Rukhi will be beneficial for the patients and their families; also, it will reduce their transportation and referral costs. 
· For all these reasons, in 2014 the construction of Multiprofile 220 beds University Clinic was started in village Rukhi, Zugdidi municipality. After construction/operation of the clinic it will be ensured with all necessary infrastructure and will provide the services of therapy and surgery (Department of Therapy – 43 debs, Pediatric Department for 46 beds, Surgery Department – 43 beds, Intensive care department – 18 beds, Reanimation Department – 14 debs, Chemotherapy Department – 11 beds, Hemodialysis Department – 16 beds). High-technology examinations will be accessible for the patients; Computer Tomography and Magnetic resonance imaging (MRI); Ultrasound, X-ray and wide range of Laboratory tests, full service of radiotherapy.
· As you are aware, to improve universal accessibility to health services is major objective of the 3rd goal of the United Nations Sustainable Development Goals 2030. Universal accessibility to health services implies financial as well as geographical accessibility. In this regard, the University Clinic in Village Rukhi will significantly support Samgrelo Region, as well as population living in Autonomous Republic of Abkhazia in receiving high quality medical services. 
· Additional information: Currently, 18 inpatient medical facilities for 580 beds functions in Samegrelo Region; the total number of physicians in inpatient facilities are 381, nurses – 439; also, there are 101 out-patient/ambulatory facilities with 1108 physicians and 554 nurses there. As for the Zugdidi region, 5 inpatient medical facilities functions there. The number of physicians - 142 and nurses 209; there are 49 outpatient/ambulatory facilities with 440 physicians and 176 nurses. 
