European Center for Disease prevention and Control (ECDC)

About ECDC
The European Centre for Disease Prevention and Control (ECDC) was established in 2005. It is an EU agency aimed at strengthening Europe's defenses against infectious diseases. The core functions cover a wide spectrum of activities: surveillance, epidemic intelligence, response, scientific advice, microbiology, preparedness, public health training, international relations, health communication, and the scientific journal Eurosurveillance.
ECDC disease programmes cover antimicrobial resistance and healthcare-associated infections; emerging and vector-borne diseases; food- and waterborne diseases and zoonoses; HIV, sexually transmitted infections and viral hepatitis; influenza and other respiratory viruses; tuberculosis; and vaccine-preventable diseases.
In 2019, ECDC continues to contribute to health security, giving particular attention to the following areas:
· Tackle antimicrobial resistance
· Improve vaccine coverage in the EU
· Support the European Commission and the Member States in addressing the Sustainable Development Goals in the area of HIV, TB and hepatitis
· Further support the European Commission and the Member States in strengthening the preparedness for cross-border health threats
· Focus on strategic partnerships to create synergy and avoid duplication of work
· Further enhance ECDC’s operational performance and monitoring. 

ECDC's Mission
ECDC's mission is to identify, assess and communicate current and emerging threats to human health posed by infectious diseases.
In order to achieve this mission, ECDC works in partnership with national health protection bodies across Europe to strengthen and develop continent-wide disease surveillance and early warning systems. By working with experts throughout Europe, ECDC pools Europe's health knowledge to develop authoritative scientific opinions about the risks posed by current and emerging infectious diseases.
Within the field of its mission, the Centre shall:
· search for, collect, collate, evaluate and disseminate relevant scientific and technical data;
· provide scientific opinions and scientific and technical assistance including training;
· provide timely information to the Commission, the Member States, Community agencies and international organisations active within the field of public health;
· coordinate the European networking of bodies operating in the fields within the Centre's mission, including networks that emerge from public health activities supported by the Commission and operating the dedicated surveillance networks;
· exchange information, expertise and best practices, and facilitate the development and implementation of joint actions.
ECDC activities on country support
In June 2016, the ECDC Management Board approved ECDC Country Support Strategy, which aims for ECDC to get closer to the countries through a coordinated approach to countries’ expressions of needs, priority setting and implementation of country support activities across the Centre.
ECDC’s vision for its country support foresees "well-coordinated capacities across Europe to effectively prevent, detect, assess and control communicable diseases that threaten the health of the European population." (ECDC Founding Regulation - 851/2004).
  
The purpose of establishing a new mechanism for ECDC country support is two-fold:
1. to provide all EU/EEA countries with an equal opportunity to express their needs and shape priorities for action in communicable disease prevention and control at the EU-level, and
2. to facilitate a better understanding of the varying health systems and needs of European countries.
ECDC Country Support Mechanism will be implemented through a regular call for expressions of needs, which will be submitted by Coordinating Competent Bodies (CCBs) of the Member States (MS). These expressions of needs will then be reviewed in light of eligibility (i.e. must fall within ECDC mandate), four key criteria:
1. public health importance;
2. EU added value;
3. resources and commitments offered by the beneficiary country, and
4. expressions of needs submitted by less-resourced MS) and the available resources for implementation of ECDC activities.
Disease programmes
The ECDC disease specific activities are organised within horizontal disease programmes. All of the disease programmes cover all of ECDC’s core activities, such as:
· Epidemic intelligence
· Health communication
· Microbiology
· Preparedness and response
· Public health training
· Scientific advice coordination
· Surveillance
The general objectives are to:
· provide scientific support to Member States and the Commission in the prevention and control of infectious diseases;
· create reference points for EU/EEA countries that provides relevant expertise and information about trends in epidemiology, emerging threats and scientific advances;
· ensure appropriate communication channels between, and to all, relevant stakeholders;
· share of experience and best practices among Member States;
· improve coordination, methods and capacities for surveillance;
· contribute to training on surveillance, prevention and control;
· contribute to strengthening the EU-wide preparedness and response capabilities; and
· support and coordinate surveillance networks.
[bookmark: _GoBack]The different areas of expertise from within ECDC is complemented by essential contributions from many external experts, public health institutes, academic groups and specialized organizations in the European Union and EEA, and from further afield.
 



