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1. ‘Provide adequate resources and strengthen the role of the Public Defender's Office to undertake further ombudsman work for children, inter alia to carry out annual monitoring of the situation in relevant institutions, including in day centers’;
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Overall assessment: partially implemented
Done: 
In 2017, Ombudsman has conducted regular work to protect children, inter alia: 
· Raising the issue of safe and harmless toy regulations: Georgia has not yet approximated internal regulations with the Toy Safety Directive of the EU (2009/48/EC)
· Raising the issue of suicide in children: 2017 saw the increase in suicides, or attempted suicides among minors. An action plan on the prevention of suicide has not been developed.
· Monitoring the availability of safe and harmless drinking water and adequate standards of sanitation and hygiene in public schools.
· Monitoring preschool education and the shortage of kindergarten facilities: the public defender observed overcrowded classes, with 60-65 children each.
· Monitoring the problem of out-of-school children (due to dropout rates) and access to education for children belonging to different minority groups.
· Monitoring child poverty and the effectiveness of social programs to prevent child segregation and fulfill the basic needs of the child.

Not Done: Despite efforts by the Ombudsman of Georgia to conduct monitoring activities on children’s rights in 2017, incorporating these findings in a corresponding parliamentary report, there are several barriers obstructing the work of the Public Defender. It is important to mention that the Public Defender’s Office was working in such risky conditions during 2017 that they negatively affected the proper functioning of the entire office, including the child’s rights center. In particular, due to the failing infrastructure of the office of Ombudsman, (the building is not safe to work in) and problematic working conditions, the Ombudsman staff had to cancel the hotline and other services, including child rights activities, for about two weeks in June 2018. According to the Public Defender, the primary reason for these problems was an inadequate and hazardous infrastructure, which created serious risks for the employees. The current situation is not adequate either, as the public defender is still renting office space, which is not a cost-effective solution. The budget that has been allocated for the purpose of strengthening monitoring and human rights activities is thus mainly spent on rent. This demonstrates that one of the most important human rights institutions in Georgia is not sufficiently supported by the state. Put differently: the state does not comply with its obligation vis-à-vis the Office.

2. ‘Focus on measures to protect children against all forms of violence’
Overall assessment – not implemented
Not implemented: In order to comply with the second short-term priority, according to the National Action Plan, state authorities were obliged to introduce a “Referral Mechanism for defending children against all kinds of violence”. However, this Referral mechanism was already introduced in 2010 in Georgia.  So it is unclear how the measurement of the 2nd short-term priority could be undertaken either by the Government or by the NGOs.
In addition to the above, a number of challenges remain in the field of protecting children from violence, none of which are handled properly by the state:
1. Corporal Punishment is still not criminalized and remains unpunished in Georgia;
2. The Parliament of Georgia has not made any effort to harmonize domestic legislation with the “Lanzarote Convention” (The Council of Europe Convention on Protection of Children against Sexual Exploitation and Sexual Abuse) in relation to preventing sexual violence against children;
3. The government of Georgia has not taken any proper steps to guarantee access to justice for children who are victims of violence; moreover, state authorities have not put in place a child-friendly justice system that would lead to the establishment of effective rehabilitation services for children who are victims of violence and/or abuse; 
4. Georgia lacks a critical mass of trained professionals working on children’s rights. 
5. The state’s hotline for children does not operate 24/7. It works until 6 pm. This means that children and their parents or legal representatives have no access to the hotline to report child rights violations and violence against children after 6 pm and during the weekends.
6. The state has been reluctant to organize relevant awareness-raising campaigns about children’s rights and combatting violence against children.  

