
MEMORANDUM OF UNDERSTANDING
FOR EDUCATIONAL AND SCIENTIFIC COOPERATION

Between 

Istituto Superiore di Sanità, ITALY
and
National Centre for Disease Control and Public Health, Georgia
- -
Istituto Superiore di Sanità, ITALY and National Centre for Disease Control and Public Health, Georgia (hereinafter referred to as "Parties") guided by the willingness to develop, within the areas of their own competence, fruitful cooperation between their respective institutions in the areas of public health and research.

AGREE as follows:

ARTICLE 1

The Parties shall encourage cooperation in the areas of public health and research, on the basis of equality, gender parity, reciprocity and mutual benefit. 

The specific areas of cooperation are mutually agreed, taking into account the interest as of the both Parties encompassing the areas listed below:
1. Bilateral exchange of staff of the Istituto Superiore di Sanità  (ISS) and National Centre for Disease Control and Public Health  (NCDC) for study visits, research, trainings, technical assistance, lecturing , including the possible provision of sabbatical terms (if/where applicable) in the areas of: health promotion, immunization, non-communicable diseases (NCDs, disease prevention and control, registries of diseases (such as cancer, diabetes mellitus, acute cardiovascular diseases, acute cerebro-vascular diseases, illicit drug abuse, children with disabilities, injuries,  hepatitis etc.), environmental health, health statistics, health system strengthening, including strengthening of public health laboratory network, nutrition/eating disorders, water and food safety, rare disease,  autism spectrum disease, and others as agreed by parties;


2. Research in the field of public health, covering but not limited to: NCDs and its risk factors,  evaluation and improvement of early detection of emerging infections and Improvement of the surveillance system, evaluation of vaccines’ impact, antimicrobial resistance, health impact assessment of the environmental factors,  maternal and Child health, mental health, big data for surveillance and modelling, identification of biomarkers and risk factors to support clinical evaluation, clinical and preclinical studies to set the ground for early detection of diseases and public health threats, assessment of laboratory capacities, , protection of population health from climate change, etc.; 

3. Design and development of projects, covering different areas of health system as described in the Article 1, development of the  training activities on health care management and application of pedagogical tools (such as evaluation tools, educational guides, management systems, etc.) in collaboration with selected Universities for the delivery of credited training programs in the public health sector, with the special emphasis to development and management of EU funded projects (e. G. Horizon 2020);

4. Exchange of scientific data, including but not limited to exchange of training materials, research publications, case studies and online training modules.


ARTICLE 2

The Parties shall use their best endeavours to promote:
· Exchange of relevant information and documentation in the fields of common interest;
· Supervised exchange of specialists for the purpose of studies and consultations, as specified in the Action Plan of Cooperation referred to in articles 5 and 7 of this Memorandum of Understanding;
· Direct contacts between respective institutions;
· Other possible forms of cooperation in the field of public health e. g. twinning projects and technical assistance calls promoted by the European Union.

ARTICLE 3

The Parties will support the mutual exchange of the most updated and relevant data, literature and audio-visual informative materials in the fields of Public Health.

ARTICLE 4

To implement this Memorandum of Understanding, the Parties will adopt action plans of cooperation describing the activities to be carried out.

ARTICLE 5

The activities foreseen under this Memorandum of Understanding will be implemented according to funds made available respectively by the two Parties.

ARTICLE 6

ISS nominate for the coordination of the activities envisaged in this MoU Professor Luca Rosi, Director, International Affairs Unit. NCDC nominate for the coordination of the activities envisaged in this MoU Dr. Nana Kavtaradze, Head, International Relations Division.

ARTICLE 7

Parties agree to establish a Joint Commission which will include up to three representatives of each of the parties, excluding the chief executives, and will be coordinated by a scientific coordinator for each of the parties. The Joint Commission will meet on a regular basis and not less than once a year and will be independently able to consult with specific expert on thematic matters for mutual interest. 

ARTICLE 8

1. The implementation of this Memorandum of Understanding and all activities undertaken shall be subjected to the respective rules and regulations of each Party and the revision of its rules and its possible change by the Joint Commission with the consent of both parties;

2. The Parties shall cooperate on the basis of equality, mutual benefit, results sharing and protection of intellectual property rights according to international rules and practice and obligations streaming from the EU membership and respective norms and regulations;

3. All the information relayed by the Parties under this Memorandum of Understanding shall be considered strictly confidential and shall not be disclosed to third parties without the prior written consent of both parties.

ARTICLE 9

1. The present Memorandum of Understanding shall produce its effects from the date of its signature;

2. The Memorandum of Understanding shall remain effective for a period of 5 (five) years, and shall automatically be extended for additional period of 5 (five) years unless terminated by either Party giving at least six month written prior notice to the other Party of its intention to terminate the Memorandum of Understanding.

ARTICLE 10

Any amendment to this Memorandum of Understanding is entitled in accordance with the procedures and rules that govern its formal validity.
- -
SIGNED IN ............................................... on the _________________ day of .......................... in two originals, in English language.
- -
FOR THE ISTITUTO SUPERIORE DI SANITA                  FOR THE NATIONAL CENTRE FOR DISEASE CONTROL AND PUBLIC HEALTH

	
			
Name	__________________________		Name:  Amiran Gamkrelidze

Title	__________________________		Title:  Director General

Signature _______________________ 		Signature ____________________


Date ___________________________		Date   _______________________ 
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ANNEX 1:  ISS – IPH Joint Commission members
Rosi Luca, ISS
xxx
[bookmark: _GoBack]xxx
Lela Sturua, NCDC
Khatuna Zakhashvili, NCDC
Nana Gabriadze, NCDC

