


The Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs of Georgia expresses its gratitude to the United Nations Children's Fund, the United Nations Population Fund, the World Bank, the Swedish International Development Agency and all other organizations providing financial or technical assistance for MICS survey in the country.
The Multiple Indicator Cluster Surveys (MICS) are household surveys implemented by countries under the programme developed by the United Nations Children's Fund to provide internationally comparable, statistically rigorous data on the situation of children and women. The first round of surveys (MICS1) was carried out in over 60 countries in mainly 1995-1996.
MICS generates sizable amount of health indicators not available from other sources. Thus, MICS data is vital for the Ministry of Health to improve its policies and better address the public health. 
As a result of the survey, data will be available on reproductive health, environmental health, water and sanitation etc.
We are especially interested in children lead blood module of MICS which will determine the prevalence of lead as well as help pinpoint locations of possible contamination. 
As you know lead is one of the most dangerous metals for human health. Exposure of pregnant women can cause miscarriage, stillbirth, premature birth and other malformations. While, the exposure of children can range from learning disabilities and behavioral problems to profound and permanent health issues. 
As timely diagnosis is paramount for treatment, knowing the prevalence and locations of possible contamination will allow to come up with adequate response. Including, development of risk based protocols and guidelines on lead treatment and prevent deleterious consequences for many families and to the public.  
As timely diagnosis is paramount for treatment, knowing the prevalence and locations of possible contamination will allow to come up with adequate response. The survey will provide evidence based information on the scale of the problem and will help in developing the relevant preventive and other interventions at the level of the Ministry of Labor, Health and Social Affairs and the National Center for Disease Control and Public Health. Including, development of risk based protocols and guidelines on lead treatment and prevent deleterious consequences for many families and to the public.
[bookmark: _GoBack]I would like to thank you once more for the possibility of conducting such an important survey in Georgia, which will help us to make evidence based decision.

