Assessing Implementation of the Association Agenda between the European Union and Georgia 2017–2020 

Environment 

1. ‘Enhance environmental governance by adopting and implementing new legislation in Georgia on environmental impact assessment, strategic environmental assessment, new legislation on environmental liability, by ensuring public access to environmental information and public participation in decision-making, by involving all interested stakeholders, as well as by integrating environment into other policy areas and by improving environmental information sharing in line with the principles of the Shared Environmental Information System (SEIS)’: 

Overall Assessment – Partially Implemented 

Done: 

· The Environmental Assessment Code was introduced on 1 January 2018, in line with relevant EU directives, and as was required by the EU–Georgia Association Agreement. The Code established procedures for Environmental Impact Assessment (EIA) processes for certain public and private projects that entail significant environmental and human health risks, and it re-introduced public participation in the decision-making process.
· The Strategic Environmental Assessment (SIA) part of the Code came into force on 1 July 2018. It marks the first time the strategy ‘on tourism, agriculture, road infrastructure, business development and sustainable development of mountainous areas’ was submitted to a screening procedure under the Ministry of Environment Protection and Agriculture. The rules on public access to environmental information were adopted by the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources (2017). 
· The government re-introduced public participation in the Environmental Impact Assessment process along with the development and adoption of bylaws that are supposed to govern the organisation of relevant public hearings.

Not done:
· The government failed to consult with the public on restructuring the environment governance system in Georgia – a process that led to the merging of the Ministry of Environment and Natural Resources Protection with the Ministry of Agriculture Development in spring 2018.
· The Ministry of Environment and Agriculture Development systematically violated the requirements of the Environmental Assessment Code on public participation, particularly in terms of timeframes for consultation, the distribution and accessibility of documentation, the organisation of public hearings, and other requirements. Consequently, public access to environment-related information and public participation in decision-making during the EIA processes was severely obstructed. 
· The law on Environmental Liability is still under elaboration. The first draft text was disclosed for public comments and for public hearing in June 2018. The law will re-introduce the ‘polluter pays’ principle to prevent and remedy environmental damage in line with directive 2004/35/EC. 
· Work towards the creation of environmental information and knowledge management under Shared Environmental Information System (SEIS) is still ongoing. Three modules – biodiversity, desertification. and climate change – were already elaborated and are available on the following website: https://eims.eiec.gov.ge/. Also, a mobile application has been developed.

2.  ‘Adopt the Third National Environmental Action Programme of Georgia’ (2017–2021): 

Overall Assessment Fully Implemented 
· The government of Georgia adopted the Third National Environmental Program (NEAP-3) 2017–2021 on 22 May 2018.



3. ‘Start implementation of the National Radioactive Waste Management Strategy’:

Overall Assessment Partially Implemented 

Done: 
· The main goal of the national strategy for radioactive waste for the next 15 years is to collect all radioactive waste. In accordance with the 2017–2018 action plan, relevant technical regulations were adopted. 
· Measures to increase the safety of radioactive waste treatment facilities were undertaken. This includes the Mskheta Central Storage Facility (CSF), which benefited from the installation of a radiation monitoring system, a cementation facility for handling radioactive waste, measuring equipment and a foot-and-hand radiological monitor device. At the Saakadze disposal facility, with the support of the IAEA, general safety and security has increased. 
· At the Mskheta Central Storage Facility (CSF), equipment for handling radioactive liquid waste was procured, and Georgia now has the capacity to both process and safely store this kind of waste. 
· A special project proposal was elaborated and agreed with the EU to investigate the Saakadze site to allocate all radioactive waste management facilities on this site and design new storage and waste processing facilities.

Not done: According to the strategy, an on-ground radiological monitoring of the Anaseuli site was conducted in cooperation with the Swedish government. However, the work for preparation of a decontamination plan for the Anaseuli site lags behind the schedule. 

CLIMATE CHANGE 

4. ‘Finalise and adopt the Low Emission Development Strategy of Georgia’:

Not done: 
· The low emissions development strategy of Georgia has been prepared and finalised, but it has not yet been adopted by the government. Some actions identified under strategy were integrated in the Third National Environmental Action Plan. 
· Some actions defined by the strategy have been transferred in NEAP-3.  

5: ‘Start of the Paris Climate Agreement implementation’:

Overall Assessment Fully Implemented 

Done:
· Georgia submitted its first Nationally Determined Contributions (NDC) document in May 2017. There is ongoing work to update the NDC document. Therefore, the existing greenhouse gas emissions from economic sectors were recalculated and a forecast for 2030 was modelled.
· A list of potential activities for greenhouse gas reduction/mitigation scenarios for transport sector has been prepared.
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