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AMENDMENT NUMBER SEVEN

TO

Development Objective Cooperation Agreement between the Republic of Armenia and the United States of America for More Participatory, Effective and Accountable Governance

[bookmark: _GoBack]					XXX, 2019

USAID Development Objective Cooperation Agreement No. AAG-111-G-13-001

AMENDMENT NUMBER SEVEN to the Development Objective Cooperation Agreement between the Republic of Armenia, acting through the Office of the Head of the Prime Minister Staff (hereinafter referred to as the “Grantee”), and the United States of America, acting through the United States Agency for International Development (“USAID”), for More Participatory, Effective and Accountable Governance, dated September 28, 2013, as amended (the “Agreement”). 

WHEREAS, on September 28, 2013, the Grantee and USAID entered into the Agreement to support more participatory, effective and accountable governance as described in Annex 1 (the “Amplified Description”) to the Agreement; and

WHEREAS, the Grantee and USAID desire to amend the Agreement in order to:

1) add the Program Area of Political Competition and Consensus-Building;

2) amend Annex 1 to the Agreement (“Amplified Description”);

3) increase the total amount obligated by USAID from $26,528,193 to $35,127,443, thus providing additional funding of $8,599,250;
 
4) increase the Total Estimated USAID Contribution from $33,000,000 to $35,127,443;

5) increase the Grantee’s host country contribution from $3,538,593 to $5,045,040; and

6) extend the Completion Date from September 30, 2020 to September 30, 2023.


NOW, THEREFORE, the Parties hereby agree that the Agreement shall be amended as follows:
  
1. Section 3.1(a) of the Agreement entitled “The Grant.” is deleted in its entirety and the following is substituted therefore:

“(a) 	The Grant.  To help achieve the Objective set forth in this Agreement, USAID, pursuant to the Foreign Assistance Act of 1961, as amended, hereby grants to the Grantee under the terms of the Agreement an amount not to exceed thirty-five million, one hundred twenty-seven thousand, four hundred forty-three United States (“U.S.”) Dollars ($35,127,443) (the “Grant”).” 

2. Section 3.1(b) of the Agreement entitled “Total Estimated USAID Contribution.” is deleted in its entirety and replaced with the following:

“(b) 	Total Estimated USAID Contribution. USAID's total estimated contribution to achievement of the Objective will be thirty-five million, one hundred twenty-seven thousand, four hundred forty-three U.S. Dollars ($35,127,443), which will be provided in increments.  Subsequent increments will be subject to the availability of funds to USAID for this purpose and may be provided by USAID upon written notice to the Grantee.  The Parties agree that each such incremental contribution provided, if any, shall cumulatively increase the total amount of the Grant set forth in Section 3.1 and consequently may increase the Grantee’s contribution under Section 3.2.  The Grantee further agrees to acknowledge by written notice to USAID each such incremental contribution, if any.”

3. Section 3.2(b) of the Agreement is deleted in its entirety and the following is substituted therefore:

“(b)	The Grantee’s contribution, based on USAID’s contribution in Section 3.1(a), will not be less than the equivalent of five million, forty-five thousand,  forty U.S. Dollars ($5,045,040), composed of in-kind or cash contributions from current budgetary resources.  If USAID changes the amount of the Grant in Section 3.1(a) incrementally, as contemplated herein, the Grantee’s contribution shall change with each increment accordingly, such that the Grantee’s contribution will not be less than the equivalent of one-third of that portion of the Grant that is used to support activities that either directly provides substantial benefit to the Government of Armenia or involves the direct and substantial involvement of the Government of Armenia in the administration, control or management of such assistance.  The precise amount of Grantee contribution shall be indicated in USAID’s written notice of each incremental contribution.  In the event that USAID decreases the grant amount in Article 3.1(a) under the authority of Article 3.1(c), the Grantee contribution shall be correspondingly decreased in accordance with the calculation provided herein, and such decrease recorded by USAID implementation letter.  The Grantee’s total estimated planned contribution to the Objective will be subject to availability of budgeted funds to the Grantee for this purpose and to USAID providing the total estimated amount in Section 3.1(b).  The Grantee will report at least annually in a format to be agreed upon with USAID on its cash and in-kind contributions.”

4. Article 4(a) of the Agreement is deleted in its entirety and the following is substituted therefore:  

“(a) The Completion Date, which is September 30, 2023, or such other date as the
 Parties may agree to in writing, is the date by which the Parties estimate that all
 the activities necessary to achieve the Objective will be completed.”

5. “Annex 1 to Development Objective Cooperation Agreement, Amplified Description” (“Amplified Description”) is hereby modified as follows:

i. In “Section I. Introduction”, after the second full paragraph and the item listed as “IR2:  More transparent, responsive and effective policymaking and implementation”, insert the following:

“IR.3: More Responsive and Representative Election and Political
 Processes” 

ii. In “Section III. Development Objective” after the sixth full paragraph and the item listed as “IR2: More transparent, responsive and effective policymaking and implementation”, insert the following:
	
“IR.3: More Responsive and Representative Election and Political
Processes”

iii. In “Section III. Development Objective” after the last paragraph of that Section, insert the following:

“Intermediate Result.3:  More responsive and representative election and political processes. Political competition and inclusive political processes are essential for a well-functioning democracy.  The purpose of this IR is to promote legitimate contestation for ideas and political power through democratic processes that reflect the will of the people.  

Illustrative Activities

Assistance will support political entities and institutions to enable free competition for ideas and political support.  Programs will promote political empowerment of youth and women to transform enthusiasm and civic activism into sustained political engagement and entry into public office.  In parallel, USAID will also seek to strengthen the integrity of electoral processes. This includes support for legal and regulatory frameworks, transparent and effective election administration, broad public participation, and election monitoring and civic oversight.  Assistance will foster access to election-related information through voter education, investigative journalism, and fact-based reporting and policy coverage.  To address political corruption, initiatives will focus on elections finance transparency, citizen oversight, and public campaigns against vote buying and electoral fraud.

Assistance to be carried out may include:

· improving transparency, accountability and efficiency of electoral processes;
· supporting improved election administration and oversight and improving the electoral legal framework;
· promoting effective strategic communication campaigns and public outreach;
· strengthening voter education and promoting civic engagement in electoral processes;
· advancing inclusive political processes and strengthening institutions of political accountability;
· fostering the inclusiveness and responsiveness of political parties;
· strengthening constituency links with parliament, and facilitating policy and issue-based debates.”
     
6. “Annex 1 Attachment A, Financial Plan: A More Participatory, Effective and Accountable Governance” is deleted in its entirety and the following is substituted therefore:

“Annex 1 Attachment A
Financial Plan:
A More Participatory, Effective and Accountable Governance
Democracy and Governance


	Objective
	Program Area
	Previous Obligation
	This Amendment
	Total Obligation

	Governing Justly and Democratically
	Rule of Law and Human Rights
	800,000
	-
	800,000

	
	Good Governance
	13,947,529
	4,606,250
	18,553,779

	
	Political Competition and Consensus-Building
	-
	 1,593,000
	1,593,000

	
	Civil Society
	11,500,664
	2,400,000
	13,900,664

	Program Development and Program Administrative Costs
	Administration and Oversight
	280,000
	-
	280,000

	TOTAL
	 
	26,528,193
	8,599,250
	35,127,443”



7. Except as amended herein, all other terms and conditions of the Agreement remain unchanged and in full force and effect.


IN WITNESS HEREOF, the Republic of Armenia and the United States of America, each acting through its duly authorized representative, have caused this Amendment Number Seven to be signed in their names and delivered as of the day, month and year written above


	REPUBLIC OF ARMENIA
	UNITED STATES OF AMERICA

	

By: ____________________________ 
	

By: ____________________________ 

	

Name: Mr. Eduard Aghajanyan
	

Name: Deborah Grieser

	

Title:    Chief of Staff 
Office of the Prime Minister of
Republic of Armenia
	

Title:   USAID/Armenia
            Mission Director
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