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1.4
Democratic Oversight of the Defence and Security Sector, Building Integrity, Human Rights in the Armed Forces

Armenia is determined to enhance and strengthen democratic control and civilian oversight of its armed forces. Armenia also intends to enhance the parliamentary oversight over the defence and security sectors including by close collaboration with national and international organizations, as well as to promote civilian participation in development of defence and security policy. 

	Objectives

Actions
	Armenian Objectives

Specific national measures

	1.4.1
	Promote improvement of legislation in the defence and security sectors 

	Action 2
	Together with the Executive implement legislative reforms in the defence and security sectors in conformity with Constitutional Amendments adopted in December 2015 and results of the Strategic Defence Review thus promoting the shaping of an efficient defence and security system in Armenia.

	Action 4
	Conduct studies of individual areas of legislative priority in the defence and security sectors with the respective expertise of NATO and DCAF and comparative analysis based on the best international experience.

	Action 5
	Conduct monitoring of application of laws and measures directed at ensuring the implementation of the latter, aimed at improving defence and security sector-related legislation and developing new legal mechanisms.

	1.4.2
	Enhance the civilian and democratic oversight of the defence and security sectors 

	Action 1
	Implement projects and measures aimed at enlarging and increasing the efficiency of parliamentary oversight of the defence and security sectors, including consultations and discussions with high-ranking executive officials, parliamentary hearings, visits to relevant institutions thus ensuring higher level of accountability of the Government.

	Action 2
	Hold detailed budget discussions on the defence and security sectors on comprehensive clarifications on the expenditure planning priorities, legal grounds, budgetary programmes, sectorial policies and budget implementation aimed at submitting proposals.

	Action 3
	Provide consistency in improving the budget structure in the defence and security sectors, develop basic performance indicators jointly with the executive.

	Action 4
	Promote efficient participation of civil society representatives in parliamentary activities through their engagement in parliamentary events, i.e. parliamentary hearings, deliberations, discussions, as well as receiving practical proposals on the policies and reforms implemented in the defence and security sectors.

	Action 5
	Enhance the role of the National Assembly in defence policy, planning and budgeting issues.

	1.4.3
	Capacity building of the standing committee on competent in the defence and security sectors

	Action 1
	Improve the capacity building of the Standing Committee on Defence, National Security and Internal Affairs. 

Take steps towards the improvement of the specific education and trainings for parliamentarians and their staffs in the oversight of the defence and security sectors. 

Due to increased role of Parliament and Standing Committee in defence and security sectors, take steps to improve the professional capacity of experts, ensure their attendance of different training and exchange of experience programmes.

To this end seek assistance from international partners, including NATO IS, DCAF and OSCE Yerevan Office.

	Action 2
	Continue capacity building of the Standing Committee on Defence, National Security and Internal Affairs. Conduct consultations with NATO Member and Partner States to study best experience in parliamentary oversight, its tools and mechanisms with the assistance of NATO, as well as DCAF, OSCE Yerevan Office and other international partners.

	Action 3
	Aimed at the improvement of the Standing Committee’s capacity and activity in the defence and security sectors, develop draft training programmes based on its own needs taking steps to implement them together with international partners. The programmes of trainings could relate to the exercise of the new functions and practical application of oversight mechanisms of the National Assembly and its committees under the Constitutional Amendments, new Rules of Procedure and legislation.

	Action 4
	Receive consultative support from NATO expert group aimed at increasing efficiency of the application of new mechanisms and tools in the parliamentary oversight of the defence and security sectors and properly applying best international experience. 

Aimed at the increased efficiency of the application of new mechanisms and tools in the parliamentary oversight of the defence and security sectors, as well as application of the best international experience and improved legislation receive ongoing consultancy from the NATO expert group in the framework of the cooperation programme developed beforehand.


