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In recent years we have continued to develop our partnership with NATO:
- political dialogue has been ongoing, 
- defence reforms are underway,
- civil emergency management capabilities are being strengthened,
- Armenia-NATO IPAP 2017-2019 has been adopted on April 7, 2017 by the North Atlantic Council and Armenia. 
- active exchange of views took place between Armenia and NATO Allies on implementation progress of Armenia-NATO IPAP 2014-2016 and IPAP Assessment Report for Armenia was approved on October 14, 2016. 
- Armenian peacekeeping units continue their participation in the NATO-led peace operations in Kosovo (KFOR since 2004) and in Afghanistan - ISAF (2010-2014) and since January 2015 with Resolute Support Mission. 
- Armenia participates in the Interoperability Platform. Besides, we have taken part in the initial planning process for Enduring Partnership`s civilian-led temporary mission in Afghanistan.

Political dialogue

We are interested to further the existing political dialogue with the Alliance as well as with Member-states individually. 

Armenia-NATO political dialogue continues to be held on different levels, including at the highest level. During past two years we have continued to advance our political dialogue with the Alliance. President of Armenia Mr. Serzh Sargsyan participated and delivered a speech at the NATO Warsaw Summit in the Resolute Support Mission format on 9 July 2016. President Sargsyan had a meeting with NATO Secretary General Mr. Jens Stoltenberg on 27 February, 2017 at NATO headquarters. 

We attach special significance to the meetings in the North Atlantic Council + Armenia format, which provide appropriate forum to have a dialogue on broad security issues. Together with then Defence Minister Ohanian, we participated in the North Atlantic Council + Armenia meeting in Brussels on 9 March, 2016, and had a meeting with NATO Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg.

New IPAP

As for the new IPAP, allow me to underline couple of priorities that the Armenian side has there: continuation of the political dialogue, taking into consideration the new realities and establishment of Parliamentary model of governance in Armenia; further steps in strengthening the civilian control over the Armed Forces, as envisaged in the new Constitution; continuation of the reforms in the sectors of defense and security; further deepening of the cooperation in the field of Science for Peace and Security, further enhancing civil emergency planning and emergency preparedness, etc.

NATO Trust Fund

We are happy that on December 6, 2017 the National Assembly of Armenia has finally ratified the Agreement on establishing NATO Trust Fund in Armenia and we hope for a successful implementation of the Fund. 
Note: By the financial support of Germany and Switzerland the NATO Trust Fund project proposal for Armenia was developed and presented to the NATO Member and Partner States in April 2014. NATO Trust Fund project for Armenia is estimated about 1.4 million Euros for 2 years. The host state will also take part in project funding. The project will consist of two parts: Initiative 1: Demilitarization, Dismantling & Disposal (D3) of Military Vehicles; Initiative 2: Delivery of Explosive Remnants of War (ERW) / Mine Risk Education (MRE) to Population. Demining educational/training program is planned to be carried with the assistance of the Red Cross Office in Yerevan. The Agreement between Armenia and NCPO on establishing NATO Trust Fund in Armenia was signed on July 14, 2017 in Brussels by Ambassador Armen Yedigarian.

Armenia’s participation in the NATO-led Peace Operations

We attach high importance to Armenia’s participation in peacekeeping operations, which is considered as a significant contribution to the preservation of international peace and security. Armenia's engagement in peace operations enabled us to become from security consumer into security contributor. Since the Leader’s Peacekeeping Summit in September 2015, Armenia has undertaken additional commitments to develop capabilities such as Role II medical hospital and training of associated personnel, as well as training of a company of EOD/C-IED (Explosive Ordnance Disposal & Counter-Improvised Explosive Device).

Since 2004 Armenia continues to bring its contribution to KFOR Mission and since 2010 to NATO led Mission in Afghanistan (2010-2014 in ISAF Mission ans since January 2015 in Resolute Support Mission).

As President of Armenia Serzh Sargsyan has reiterated at at the NATO Warsaw Summit this year, Armenia stands ready to continue its contribution with its current strength level of up to 130 servicemen to the Resolute Support Mission beyond 2016.

Furthermore, Armenian peacekeepers will continue their contribution to KFOR (Kosovo Forces) mission beyond 2016.

Note: Currently we deploy 121 military servicemen in Afghanistan, which are based in «Kasaba» Military Base in Kabul and in «Camp Marmal» in Mazar-e-Sharif as a component of German led international contingent.
Armenian peacekeeping unit composed of 35 servicemen has been increased to 40 from June 6, 2017. It continues its participation in the KFOR Mission under the US Command.

NATO Summit's Political Declarations: On reference to the Nagorno Karabakh Conflict

We appreciate NATO’s readiness to support the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs mediation efforts aimed at finding peaceful and negotiated settlement to the Nagorno Karabakh conflict. However, I would like to once again touch upon a topic which is very important for Armenia and has been regularly raised by the Armenian side at various occasions. The language used in the NATO Summit’s Political Declarations on the Nagorno Karabakh conflict is contradictory with the statements endorsed by the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs and does not reflect all three principles of the peace process: Non-Use of Force, Equal Rights and Self-Determination of Peoples and Territorial Integrity. 

[bookmark: _GoBack]These declarations are being distorted in Azerbaijan and are presented as a “diplomatic victory”. In view of Azerbaijan's obstruction of peace process mediated by the OSCE Minsk Group Co-chairs, the issue is not merely of a propagandistic nature, but has a bearing on negotiations.


2 - 2
