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	The Near Abroad – the Successor States of the Former Soviet Union By the National Intelligence University


Background

The pilot course’s curriculum is based on a graduate level elective class conducted over a ten-week term at the National Intelligence University in Washington, D.C. where it examines the changing environment in the states of the Former Soviet Union and NATO relations with the region.  The NATO School in Oberammergau is conducting a pilot course based on the class’s programme of instruction in an abbreviated two week seminar format.  The first part of the course examines the breakup of the Soviet Union and the states that resulted from this breakup.  These include four geographic regions: the Baltic States (Latvia, Lithuania, and Estonia), the BUM (Belarus, Ukraine, and Moldova), the Caucasus (Georgia, Armenia, and Azerbaijan), and Central Asia (Kazakhstan, Kyrgyzstan, Uzbekistan, Turkmenistan, and Tajikistan).  The second part of the course examines the issues and problems that have arisen as a result of the breakup and how they affect the NATO member nations.
aim

The aim of the course is to expand the student’s knowledge of the Former Soviet Union states and encourage critical thinking with regard to NATO policies toward these states.
Learning Objectives

At the end of the course, the student will be able to

	( 
	the regional security environment.

	
	Given references, describe conceptual tools used to aid in understanding the changing international security environment in the region.

	(
	former soviet union states.

	
	Given references, explain the similarities and differences among the Former Soviet Union states, key issues and problems they faced in efforts to build independent identities, and the most important changes that have emerged as a result of the economic, social, and political transitions these states have undergone.

	(
	emerging relationships and conflicts.

	
	Given references, recognize developing relationships and conflicts between these states, as well as with Russia and other major actors in their regions.

	(
	alternative nato strategies.

	
	Given references, identify alternative NATO strategies for dealing with these countries to help better protect NATO interests and achieve NATO goals with regard to the Former Soviet Union states.


Course Participants

A maximum of 24, minimum of 4 military officer (OF-1 thru OF-5), NCO (OR-6 thru OR-9), and/or civilian equivalent assigned, or selected for assignment, to a NATO Headquarters or Agency, or a Ministry of Defence, Foreign Affairs Department or subordinate military headquarters, unit or agency of any NATO country which fulfils responsibilities in support of NATO.
	(
	Language Proficiency.


English 3333 IAW STANAG 6001.



	(
	classification.


NATO Secret.




Methodology
This two week course is a graduate level seminar comprised of formal lectures and student discussion based on identified course readings.  A culminating individual research paper and presentation concludes the course incorporating all of the learning objectives.
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	CONTACT
	Jacob Cool
Major (OF-3), USA-A
Course Director & Instructor

Protection Department

NATO SCHOOL Oberammergau
82487 Oberammergau – Germany, Am Rainenbichl 54

Email cool.jacob@natoschool.nato.int
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