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Talking Points
For the meeting between

H.E. Mr. Zohrab MNATSAKANIAN, Minister of Foreign Affairs of Armenia

and

H.E. Mrs. Rose GOTTEMOELLER, Deputy Secretary General of NATO
Brussels, 04 December 2018
Dear Mrs. Gottemoeller, it is a great pleasure to meet you. 

In recent years we have continued to further develop our partnership with NATO:

- political dialogue has been furthered, 

- Armenia-NATO IPAP 2017-2019 is being effectively implemented and it is encouraging to see NATO's positive feedback. - defence reforms are underway,

- civil emergency management capabilities are being strengthened,

- the first NATO Trust Fund for Armenia was launched in March 2018 and Germany is the Lead Nation,

- Armenian peacekeeping units continue their contribution to the NATO-led peace operations in Kosovo and in Afghanistan. Recently Defence Minister David Tonoyan visited our peacekeepers in Kosovo and in Afghanistan. We took a decision to dispatch female peacekeepers to Kosovo within Armenian peacekeeping contingent during their next rotation.
-We attach great importance to the implementation of UNSC Resolution 1325 on women, peace and security, and in this regard, the National Action Plan will be approved by the Government very soon.

Political dialogue
We are interested to further the existing political dialogue with the Alliance as well as with Member States individually. We have continued to advance Armenia-NATO political dialogue on different levels, including at the highest level: Prime Minister Nikol Pashinyan participated in 2018 NATO Brussels Summit; your visit in December 2017 and upcoming visit of James Appathurai in March 2019.
We attach special significance to the meetings in the North Atlantic Council + Armenia format, which provide appropriate forum to have a dialogue on broad security issues. I think we can explore the possibility of convening the North Atlantic Council meeting with Armenia next year. 
Note: Last meeting in NAC+Armenia format took place in 2016 at Foreign and Defence Ministerial level and at the level of President in 2012.
Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg has an open invitation to visit Armenia.
Note: President Serzh Sargsyan has invited Secretary General Jens Stoltenberg to visit Armenia during their meeting on 27 February 2017 in Brussels. 

NATO Secretary General (A. F. Rasmussen) visited Armenia on 6 September 2012.

NATO Summit's Political Declarations: reference to the protracted conflicts
I would like to touch upon the Nagorno Karabakh issue, which as you know is of particular importance for us. The language used in the NATO Summit’s Political Declarations on the Nagorno Karabakh conflict is contradictory to the statements by the OSCE Minsk Group Co-Chairs and does not reflect all three principles of the peace process: Non-Use of Force, Equal Rights and Self-Determination of Peoples and Territorial Integrity. 

In view of Azerbaijan's obstruction of peace process mediated by the OSCE Minsk Group Co-chairs, the issue is not merely of a propagandistic nature, but has a bearing on negotiations.
As was the case during the Brussels NATO Summit in July 2018, Azerbaijan once again misused the Summit's fora and tried to interpret the language of the NATO's Political Declaration as a manifestation of NATO’s support to its conflict resolution perceptions.
Armenia-NATO Individual Partnership Action Plan (IPAP) for 2017-2019

Armenia will continue and deepen the mutually beneficial partnership cooperation with NATO. We view the Individual Partnership Action Plan (IPAP) as the most important and effective partnership tool for further developing Armenia-NATO partnership relations. Armenia is committed to use the full potential of IPAP to meet our objectives.

Currently we implement the Armenia-NATO 5th IPAP for 2017 to 2019 and to this end we would anticipate more practical support and assistance from the NATO Member States and NATO International Staff to effectively meet our IPAP objectives.

Note:
 IPAP main priorities are: 1) continuation of the political dialogue; 2) further enhance and strengthen democratic control and parliamentary oversight over the Armed Forces, as well as defence and security sectors taking into consideration the new realities and establishment of Parliamentary model of governance in Armenia; 3) continuation of the reforms in defence and security sectors; 4) further enhancing civil emergency planning and emergency preparedness; 5) further deepening of the cooperation in the field of Science for Peace and Security, UNSCR 1325, etc.

In the fall of next year we are planning to start the intergovernmental process to draft the new already 6th Individual Partnership Action Plan together with NATO colleagues, which will guide our cooperation for 2020-2022.

Armenia’s participation in peace operations

We attach high importance to Armenia’s participation in peacekeeping operations and we consider it as an important contribution to the preservation of international peace and security. Armenia's engagement in peace operations enabled us to become from security consumer a security contributor.
Along with our continued contribution to NATO led operations in Kosovo since 2004 and Afghanistan since 2010, Armenia has been broadening the geography of its engagement to international peacekeeping: 

Note: Armenian peacekeepers of 32 servicemen since 2014 and 1 Staff officer (since 2011) are deployed in UN peacekeeping UNIFIL mission in Lebanon (United Nations Interim Force in Lebanon); Since 2015 one staff officer participates in the UN peacekeeping MINUSMA Mission in Mali (Multidimensional Integrated Stabilization Mission). 
Armenia participates in the Interoperability Platform.
Our peacekeeping units will continue their contribution to NATO-led KFOR Mission in Kosovo and Resolute Support Mission in Afghanistan throughout 2019.

Note: Currently 121 military servicemen are deployed in Mazar-e-Sharif, Afghanistan under the German Command.
Armenian peacekeeping unit composed of 40 servicemen continues its participation in the KFOR Mission under the US Command.
DSG Gottemoeller might be interested to hear the Minister Mnatsakanian’s remarks on:
· the latest political developments and upcoming parliamentary elections in Armenia;

· Armenia's foreign and security policy priorities;  

· Updates on the Nagorno Karabakh peace process;

· Regional developments and Armenia’s assessment of changing security environment in the region and beyond;
· Relations of Armenia with EU, Russia, Iran,
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