Summary of US-Armenia bilateral relations 
/for political consultations with Visegrad group/

Political consultations 

This year we moved our political consultations to another level and held first US-Armenia strategic dialogue /former US-Armenia task force/. We are pleased with the successful outcome of the first round, the discussions were useful for both sides and will help move our shared agenda forward. The wide range of items, including global and regional challenges, cybersecurity, sanctions against Iran and situation in Syria were discussed. The mutually agreed institutionalization of the high-level political dialogue with a strong security component is an important indicator of the quality of our relations. 

Defense cooperation

	We successfully cooperate with US partners in defense field in the framework of particular programs 

· Kansas-Armenia national Guard Partnership (from2003)
· Foreign Military Financing (FMF)
· International Military Education and Training (IMET)
· Global Peace Operations Initiative (from 2013)

Trade and Investments 

In 2015 Trade and Investment Framework Agreement (TIFA) has been signed between the Government of the United States and the Government of the Republic of Armenia. The agreement established a Council to discuss bilateral trade and investment related issues and examine ways to strengthen economic relationship between the two countries. The Council meets every other year. We look forward to hosting the next TIFA Council session in Yerevan early next year. All concerned agencies on the sides are working closely to build on the already solid agenda we have developed in 2018 during the last session. We expect to host a solid inter-agency US delegation (USTR, Departments of State, Commerce, Labor, USAID, Justice, etc.) so that we are able deepen our discussions and projects in a number of trade and investment related fields. 
  
US assistance 

Armenia has benefited from the substantial US financial and technical assistance provided over the past decades. Transition from the Soviet time institutions to market economy and representative democracy would have almost been impossible without expertise and support received from the West since the very beginning of our independence. Increase of US foreign assistance to address democratic reforms in Armenia is highly important at this stage. Recent increase /40%/ in assistance is a continued support in fighting corruption, improving the justice system and forming a free market economy in making democratic developments irreversible in Armenia. 

Inter-parliamentary cooperation 

Armenia has been fortunate to have many friends in DC with Armenian Congressional Caucus, dedicated to maintaining and strengthening the US-Armenia relationship. Since its inception the Armenian Caucus in closed cooperation with the constituents has played a leadership role on a wide range of issues. 
We recently hosted the second US Congressional visit (the first was in September, 2017) – as part of our cooperation as MECEA partners (Mutual Educational and Cultural Exchange Act). Our leadership met with Rep.-s Pallone, Speier and Chu to discuss Armenia’s foreign policy priorities and Armenia-US cooperation in different areas. They also visited Artsakh, the nature of their visit was totally humanitarian. The Representatives had the opportunities to explore the issues the Artsakh population faces on the spot and discuss the ways the US can assist. In addition, they were introduced to the humanitarian demining activities.
Visit of the House Democracy Partnership delegation to Armenia this spring, and later National Assembly Speaker Ararat Mirzoyan’s visit to Washington DC to participate in the House Democracy Partnership’s Leadership Forum were crucial triggers to deepen partnership with the HDP. This partnership is viewed by us as a key area of cooperation between our countries and as essential activity to build the capacities of the Armenian legislature, as our country builds a parliamentary democracy. 

Decentralized cooperation

[bookmark: _GoBack]In addition to furthering our strategic dialogue and partnership at the federal level, we are also committed to making stronger our cooperation with individual US States, such as California. In July we hosted a delegation, led by Eleni Kounalakis, Lieutenant Governor of California. Prime Minister Pashinyan recently visited California, where he discussed the ways to enhance cooperation in different areas with respective officials and organizations. During his visit to New York he met with the Governor of California Gavin Newsom on the sidelines of the UN General Assembly, and we signed the Armenia-California Framework Agreement to boost trade, investments, and partnership in technology and innovation. The 5th largest economy in the world, California is home to the second largest Armenian diaspora community, which is also among the most politically influential communities both in the United States and Armenia.

