Update on the status of implementation of the ExB project “Economic Empowerment of Women in Syunik Region and Other Regions of Armenia” 

The OCEEA carried out a number of activities in the framework of the extra-budgetary project “Economic empowerment of women in Syunik region and other regions of Armenia” focused on mapping of ongoing activities in the field of economic participation; improving local capacities; further developing the role, accountability and financial sustainability of the network of the Women Resource Centres in Armenia. In particular, the following activities have been carried out in May – August 2019: 

· On 1-11 May 2019, the OCEEA carried out the second scoping visit. Supported by the Armenian Ministry of Foreign Affairs, the mission allowed to continue the mapping of ongoing projects and activities in the field of women economic participation. On this occasion, the OCEEA organized a two-day follow-up workshop with the 24 members of the seven Women Resource Centres (WRCs) with the aim to agree upon the objectives of the capacity-development endeavour targeting the network based on the results of the needs’ assessment carried out in February. 

During the mission, the OCEEA project team contributed to a number of meetings, including the UN Operational partners’ coordination, the extended Gender Working Group (eGWG), and the kick-off meeting of the Social Impact Award at Impact Hub.

· On 20-25 June 2019, the OCEEA carried out a third mission in Armenia. The mission implied the following activities: 

a) upon request of WINNET Armenia, the network of the Women Resource Centres, the OCEEA participated in the general assembly of the network discussing its three-year strategy. WINNET requested the OCEEA to mentor this process considering the ongoing project with the Office aimed at improving the network‘s capacities and role, as well as accountability and financial sustainability;  
b) Upon request of the Director, a meeting was organized with “Mission Armenia” – the biggest Armenian NGO dealing with community-based social, legal and health services, education/vocational support, economic empowerment initiatives for national and migrant vulnerable adults, young people, women and children. The meeting discussed forms of mentorship activities, similar to the ones carried out for the benefit of WINNET Armenia.

· On 16-21 August 2019 in Yerevan, OCEEA organized the workshop “Enhancing capacities to deal with persons in vulnerable situation” as part of the capacity-development phase of the project targeting the Women Resource Centres (WRCs). The workshop’s aim was to improve skills and methods of WRCs in addressing the needs of individuals at risk of marginalization. 

Upcoming activities: 

· [bookmark: _GoBack]Between 26 and 29 October 2019, a third workshop will be organized for the 25 participants coming from the seven WRCs. The workshop will address two main topics: 1. Improving the understanding of gender stereotypes and biases; 2. Increasing the understanding of social economy business models.

· On 30 October 2019, in cooperation with the Union of Employers of the Republic of Armenia (RUEA) the OCEEA will organize a side event titled “Leaving no one-behind: promoting socially impactful business models for a prosperous and inclusive Armenia”. The initiative is part of the celebrations for the 100th anniversary of the establishment of the International Labour Organization (ILO). 
