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SIDE EVENT

Leaving no one behind:
Promoting social economy for an inclusive and prosperous Armenia
Yerevan, Wednesday 30 October 2019

Concept note


The OSCE engagement in support of social economy
Since the 2003 Strategy Document for the Economic and Environmental Dimension of the Organization for Security and Co-operation in Europe (OSCE) acknowledges that “deepening economic and social disparities, [….] widespread poverty and high unemployment are among the factors that contribute to global threats”.  Further commitments were built on this vision, re-affirming the urgence to rethink development towards more responsible, ethical, and inclusive approaches as an integral part of the Organization’s role to promote security and stability in the OSCE region. 
In particular, the Ministerial Council (MC) Decision no. 4/16, “Strengthening good governance and promoting connectivity”, encourages participating States “to promote, in co-operation with the private sector, sustainable production patterns based on internationally recognized labour, social, and environmental standards”; the MC Decision no. 8/17, “Promoting economic participation in the OSCE region”, recalls “the need to promote social justice and improve living and working conditions” especially for young people and women; the MC Decision no. 5/18, “Human capital development in the digital era”, calls upon participating States “to facilitate innovative business models to promote job creation and sustainable, inclusive economic growth.”
Considering the OSCE mandate and role, the organization is well placed to promote social economy models that support the financial sustainability of civil society organizations (CSOs) and other socially-impactful businesses with the aim to “leave no one behind”.  
The side event: Leaving no one behind
Co-organized by the Office of the Co-ordinator of OSCE Economic and Environmental Activities (OCEEA) in the framework of the project “Economic empowerment of women in Syunik region and other regions of Armenia” (WEE Armenia project) and the Republican Union of Employers of Armenia (RUEA), with the financial support of Finland, Italy, Norway, Slovakia and the United States of America, the side event is part of the celebrations for the 100th anniversary of the establishment of the International Labour Organization (ILO). 
The event intends to spur policy-relevant discussions about the financial sustainability of civil society organizations (CSOs) through a more effective eco-system for social enterprises, as a way to promote the relevant role of CSOs in supporting the most fragile social groups thus contributing to one of the essential roles of state authorities. 
According to recent studies[footnoteRef:1], social entrepreneurship is still at an early stage of development in Armenia. Yet, despite current shortcomings, the Armenian social economy sector shows a promising potential that would be worth leveraging for the sustainable development of the country.  [1:  Andreja Rosandic and Nazareth Seferian Social, Economy in Eastern Neighbourhood and in the Western Balkans, Country report – Armenia, February 2018, https://ec.europa.eu/docsroom/documents/29642/attachments/2/translations/en/.../pdf ] 

Considering the ongoing reforms at national and local level, particularly in the field of welfare, promoting a positive business climate for social enterprises would offer greater financial sustainability for CSOs dealing with vulnerable groups and consequently expand economic opportunities for the groups at risk of marginalization, particularly women and youth.
National and international experts as well as policy-makers from relevant institutions together with innovative social entrepreneurs will discuss ways to unlock the potential of social economy in Armenia and support an enabling environment for CSOs and other social enteprises to display their impact on social cohesion, prosperity, and sustainable economic growth in the country. 
The debate will be distilled in a Key findings report and infused in the ongoing activities of the “WEE Armenia project” aimed at elaborating a Green Paper on Social Economy in Armenia, as a tool to provide knowledge-base towards policy choices that would allow a more effective eco-system for social enterprises. 
Supporting constructive co-operation between government authorities and civil society organizations towards promoting inclusive and sustainable development through the economic empowerment women and youth, is a key component of the “WEE Armenia project” and an integral part of the OCEEA’s long-term endeavour to achieve cohesive, prosperous, and secure societies across the OSCE Area.
The working language will be English with simultaneous interpretation in Armenian. 
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SIDE EVENT

Leaving no one behind:
Promoting social economy for an inclusive and prosperous Armenia
Wednesday, 30 October 2019, 09:30-13:30
United Nations’ hall, 14 Petros Adamyan Street, Yerevan
Provisional Agenda

09:00 – 09:30	Registration of participants and welcoming coffee

09:30 – 11:00		Opening Session

Welcoming remarks:
· Representative of the Ministry of Foreign Affairs, Armenia
· Representative of the Ministry of Economy and Investments 
· Prof. Ermelinda Meksi, Deputy Co-ordinator, Office of the Coordinator of OSCE Economic and Environmental Activities
· Representative of the International Labour Organization, ILO (tbc)
· [bookmark: _GoBack]Representative of the Republican Union of Employers of Armenia


	Key-note address:
· Mr. Victor Meseguer, Director, Social Economy Europe, Brussels 

Moderator: Ambassador Vincenzo Del Monaco, Embassy of Italy in Yerevan 


11:00 – 11:30		Coffee break 


11:30 – 13:00	Panel discussion: Social economy: unlocking the potential of social economy for inclusive development 
	The Session will discuss key topics as follows:
· Is social economy real business or an advanced form of charity?
· Current trends and challenges in promoting innovative and socially-impactful business models in Armenia and Europe
· Preconditions for development of social entrepreneurship in Armenia
· Which long-term perspectives for social economy to foster gender equality in the economic sphere?
· Youth entrepreneurs and social entrepreneurship in Armenia
· How can the OSCE project for the economic empowerment of women best fit into ongoing efforts?

Panellists: 
· Representative of the Ministry of Territorial Administration and Development, Armenia (tbc)
· Ms. Sara Anjargolian, Chief of staff, High Commission of Diaspora Affairs and former CEO of Impact Hub Armenia, Yerevan (tbc)
· Mr. Gianluca Pastorelli, Director, DIESIS - European Research and Development Service for Social Economy, Brussels 
· Ms. Satik  Badeyan, President of the Association of Social Enterprises, Armenia (tbc)
· Representative of the World Bank, Armenia (tbc)
· An Armenian social entrepreneur (tbc)
· Ms. Enrica Arena, Co-Founder, Start-up company Orange Fiber, Italy 

Moderator: Representative of RUEA


Discussion


Concluding remarks

· Prof. Ermelinda Meksi, Deputy Co-ordinator, Office of the Coordinator of OSCE Economic and Environmental Activities




13:30	Cocktail buffet offered by the OCEEA at …… Hotel ……


With the contribution of:
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