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                                                               Defense Threat Reduction Office

                                                                   Yerevan, Armenia

5 May 2011

Ref. 11-013
Armen Yeritsyan

Minister of Emergency Situations

Dear Minister Yeritsyan: 

      The Defense Threat Reduction Agency (DTRA) would like to sponsor participants of the Cooperative Biological Engagement Program (CBEP) to attend the following scientific conference: American Society for Virology 30th Annual Scientific Meeting in Minneapolis, MN July 16-20, 2011 (2 representatives from MoH and 1 representative from MoA)

The American Society for Virology (ASV) was founded to provide a forum for investigators of human, animal, insect, plant, fungal, and bacterial viruses, whether the research involves clinical, ecological, biological, or biochemical approaches. The stated aim of the Society is to promote the exchange of information and stimulate discussion and collaboration among scientists active in all aspects of virology. The ASV 2011 scientific program will include symposia, satellite symposia and concurrent workshops and poster sessions on a wide range of virology topics. Planned presentation topics include: 
· Virus Discovery, Evolution, and Disease 
· Virus Nanomachines
· Viruses and the Immune Response
· Master Teachers of Cell Biology
· State-of-the-Art Lectures and Satellite Symposiums


DTRA invites three professionals/scientists from Armenia to participate in the conference. I request your assistance in coordinating with the Inter-Ministerial Committee for BTRP to identify appropriate participants and ensure they have proper justification for attendance and approval to attend this meeting. 

DTRA offers this sponsorship under the Agreement between the Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Republic of Armenia Concerning Cooperation in the Area of Counterproliferation of Weapons of Mass Destruction, dated July 24, 2000 and as extended May 19, 2009  (U.S.-Armenia Umbrella Agreement) and the Agreement between the Government of the United States of America and the Government of the Republic of Armenia Concerning Cooperation in the Area of Biological Threat Reduction Implementation, dated 3 September 2010 (U.S.-Armenia BTRIA).  


To ensure country clearances and travel arrangements are properly coordinated, it would be greatly appreciated if we could obtain an approved participant list by May 19, 2011. Once participants have been confirmed, the Center for Agribusiness and Rural Development will assist in coordinating visa applications, airline tickets, and logistics. 


Thank you again for your continued support of this program.  Should you have any questions please contact me at the US Embassy 010 494034 or via email at antleje@state.gov.

Sincerely,






//signed//
Johnny E. Antle
Chief, Defense Threat Reduction Office

US Embassy Yerevan

cc:
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 


Ministry of Agriculture


Ministry of Health
